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birds displaying narrow barring tis-oulri invariably
heCuckoos . Blom i 1I?89i noted thatOriental ( :u(koo
has an ochre undertone on the lowerl)reast-to-vent
area and, ot the specimens of Cuckoo examined,
only one clid not have pure w-hite undertail-coverts
ibut sarnple size was not statedl . Furthermore,
Parkr—~(1 l )90 noterl the tividth of the ventraf harring
inCurkooso'rthesuhsperiesC ctelephcmuslwhich
occurs in north-eastern Asia and thus is unlikelv to
occur in western Europe} to be usu .tlly di,tinctly
narrower than in Oriental Cuckoo with only a iew-
specimens being intermediate . Parkes 119901 tur-
ther qualifiecl this statement by adding that, while
these comments regarding the ventral colour and
w,idth ot barring on lhe underparts may holcl true for
C c telephonus, they appeared not to do so for the
western European subspecies C c canoruti which
generally has heavierventral harrinkand looks like
the mit;ratory Asian populalion of Oriental Cuc-
koo .

We have found this comment to be };enerally
correct incl plate 1 39 shows a fernale Cucke>otrap-
ped at Rve Meicls, Hertfordshire, Britain . in May
1989, wíth hotin 1n ochre tinge to the unclertail-
coverts and broad barring on the breast ancl under-
tail-coverts, features which are frequentfy a ssoci-
ated with Oriental Cuckoo rather than C:ui koo .

A previouslv undocumented differencv hetween
Oriental Cuckoo and Cuckoo is the pattern of the
unclerwint; which appears to consislently rlitfer
and, given goocl vievvs, can he used to separare the
species in the field . Orientai Cuckoo has a broad

banci across Ihe centne of the underwing causecl hy
the off-4vhite bases to the inner primaries, greater
underwing-coverts and axillaries . This pale band
contrasts sharply with the grey secondaries and
lesser and meclían underwing-coverts as shown in
plate 14{1 .WhilV it alrpears that adults show clarker
and, theretore, niore contrasling underwinl;s, the
clirterence is still ohvious in immature bircls as hla te
141 illustrates . Frank Rozendaal iin litti has com-
mented that he was unahle to detect anv sulrospeci-
fic clifferences in the pattern ot the unclerwint; he-
tween samples ot C s satur,ltus and C s horstïelcli . It
[ s therefore c onsideri cl th .it the darkness oi the un-
clerwín,r; is depen(lent on age rather than the sul)-
species involveci .

Bycontrast, Cuckoo shows extensive broad white
barring across tlZe prímaries and bases oi the se-
condaries while the dístal part of Ihe seconclaries is
dark grey and unmarked and the underwint;-co-
verts are finely barred (plate 14?) . This effect gives
Cuckoo a relativelv pale and uniform underwing
w-h i le that of onenta lCuckoo appears dark with an
obvious contrasting pale band across the centre
which can be surprisinl;ly easy to see in the fielcl .

References
Blw , F A T 1989 . C-uc ulijs c uckoo s and the \C ;S huicle-

Birdinl; 2 1 : 1 85- I 8-t .
Parkes . K C. 1 99(1 . Iclr - nlfÍiraliun of Cummon and C)rie~ntal

Cuckoos . tiirrlin g 2 !_ 1'11-195 .
Redrnan, V 1)íi :ï . Phnlnst~ot 15 : Oriental Cuckoes . tir

Birds 713, 473-475 .

Peter R Kt°nnerley, 2C Cr,rne Court, 4 5 Sasso on Road. Pok Fu Lam, Nong K on g
Paul 1 Leacler, Flat 1 18, 4C Kensing ton Court, Shiu Fai Terrace, Stubb's Road, Nonl; Kon g

Brieven
Yellow-Iegged Gulis in Poland :
a comment

In a recent note, Dubois et al (1990) claimed Ihat at
least someof theyeilow-IeKgec# 1-ierring Gul Is Laru.s
argentalus Isensu Cramp & Simmons 19831 ocrur-
ring on the Polish Ballic coasts are Yellow-legf;ed
Gulls L ca ( hinn ans sensu Glutz von filotzheim &
Bauer 1982), prohahly belonging to the Bl,ick Sea
suhspecies L c cacl~innans . Thev also hypcrthc .sized
that the small inl .ind population breeding al the
Vistula river, Poland, may also be of 13Íack Sea

orif;in . Far froni sharint; their point of view, we
would like to comrnent on some controversial
points in their note ,

Dubois et al ! 199t)} stated that the winP, of an
aclu It gul I depictecl i n their pf ate 9 shosvs rharac.ters
of L c cachinnans . It is unclear, howrever, which
characters are referred to . A closer look at this wing
reveals three importanl features : a completely w hite
tip to the outermost primary ( pl Ui ttype 1 pattern in
Goethe 1961 and Barth 1968), hlack markint;s on
r ive outerprimaries and theso-called'thayeri pattern'
15ensu Barth 1968) on p9 . In our opinion, none oÍ
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these individual characters inor their combination)
seems to justify the identification as L c cachinnans
for the fol lowing reasons . 1 An extensive white tip
of p10 lacking a black subterminal band occurs in
adults of almost all European populations o ( the L
.3rgentatuscomplex ( sensuCramp & Simmons 1983)
studied so far iBarth 1968, Isenmann 1973, Coul-
son et al 198 2 ) . It seems typical for Black Sea
rachinnans ( all names refer to subspecies ( hrout;h-
out this letter unless otherwise stated), in which
more than 33°G , in a sample of 18 individuals had
an extensive white tip on p10, while a further 39`Y ,
hacl only faint traces of a black subterminal band I ( f
Kohl 1959) . Fiowever, the highest frequency of the
white tip character ( 53% , of a sample of 197) is
known from the Norw-et;ian populations of the
L argentatus complex ( sensu Cramp & Simmons
1983f, which represents the north-eastern extreme
of a SW-NE cline of increasing frequency of this
feature along the north-western and northern coasts
of Europe ( cf Barth 19681 . 2 The black pattern on
th e p rimaries of typical cachinnans always invol-
ves at least six outermost feathers ( Kohl 1959,
Cramp & Simmons 1983) : individuals with blac k

14f>

tips on five primaries only - as the bird depicted in
Dubois et al's plate 9- seem to he virtually absent
among typical cachinnans. Again, five lor lessl
black-marked primaries are common in northern
populations (54"í<, of a sample of 200, cf Barth
1968 ; 65%., of a sample of 169, cf Coulson et al
1982) bul less frequent further south, eg in Germa-
ny (13% of a sample of 160, cf Goethe 1961) and
Great Britain 120%, of a sample of 1424, cf Coulson
et al 1982), where a more extensive black pattern
predominates . 3 Within the European range, a
thayeri pattern on p9 seems to be restricted to
Fennoscandia where it forms a SW-NE cline of
increasing frequency, reaching 27% (of a sampleof
15) in eastern Finnmark (Barth 1968) and again
27% of 95 museum skins from north-western Rus-
sia (Coulson et al 1984) . It is virtually absent in
central and western Europe (0-1 "o in north-western
Germany, the Netherlands and Great Britaín) (Barth
1968, Coulson et al 1984) and we are not aware of
any records of this character from southern popula-
tions of the complex . In fact, the thayeri pattern has
been used as a reliable criterion for the identi-
fication of northern Scandinavian birds amon g

143 Wing of adull Yellow-legged Gutl L c cachrnnans (sensu Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1932 ) , hrcedinx coirrnv

at Sivash, Azov/Black Sea, Ukraine, USSR, h9ay 1989 . Nole six black-marked prinlaries ip5-101 with trdce of black
on p4, white wedge nn inner web of p10 and wicle hlack band on inner wch e i tM Compare with wing uf c laimed

L c cachinnanti trom Vistula mouth, Poland IC)ut[ ii Birding 12 : 1 6, pl .iuc 1) : 1994) lCzesfaw NikrkiJ
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Herring Gullswintering in Great Britain (Coulson et
al 1984) .

Summarizing these points, we find no clear in-
dication for the claimed Black Sea origin oí the
specimen illustrated in Dubois et al (1990) . The
only feature fitting descriptions of cachinnans (the
pattern on p10) is not unique to this subspecies . On
the other hand, the combination of characters
shown by this individual is typical for populations
from the north-eastern partof the European ranFe or
the complex . Together with the yellow legs of the
bird (M Skakuj and T Stawarczyk pers comm), it
suggests a Fennoscandian origin fmost probably
northern Scandinavia) (cf Eigenhuis 19901 .

In spite of these arguments, of which the second
and third were already put forward in shortened
form by Eigenhuis (1990), Dubois (Dutch Birding
12 : 193, 1990 ) defended his original subspecific
identification, suKgesting that the wing pattern shown
is the result of moult and abrasion, 'reducing the
amount of black' . We do not know how serious this
statement is since neither moult nor abrasion have
anything to do with the numher of black-marked
primaries and the thayeri pattern on p9 (unless we
would have to agree that abrasion can, on some
primaries, change the colour of some subtermina!
regions of a feather from black into white or grey
- a point of view which is difficult to accept) .

Dubois, in his same reply, also argued that it was
identified as a'pure YeIlow-legf;ed Guli' on the
basis of a rather dark grey mantle and yellow legs .
Again, both characters do not aliow the separation
of cachinnans from Fennoscandian argentatu.s
(including 'ornissus') . Thecommon beliefthatgulls
of the cachinnans group have a darker mantle than
northern birds of the argentatus group, hoids true
only as long as western Mediterranean michahellis
is compared with gulls from central and w•estern
Europe, ie from Britain, the Netherlands and Den-
mark (:mainly L a argenteus) . Yet, Herring Gulls
from Fennoscandia have a much darker mantle
than central and western European birds (Barth
1968 : figure 11, heinf; equally dark or even darker
than michahellisand cachinnans(Barih 1968 :figu-
re 10) . Similariy, bright yellow legs, as opposed to
straw-yellow ones, are not typical for cachinnans
which ac.tualiy has pale straw-yel low legs (C Nitec-
ki pers comm, hased on many birds seen and
caught in the Black Sea area) .

Apart from the identification of the bird in plate
9, (he general problem of the breeding origin of
'Herring Gulls' with yellow legs recorded on the
Pof ish Baftic Sea coast is another story . Duhois et al
(1990) suggested that, apart from 'omissus' hirds,
Cachinnans may also regularly occur on the Baltic

coast . Perhaps it is useful to remind that yellow-
legged individuals constitute at least a significant
proportion of 'Herring Gul Is' breecli nK everywhere
around the Baltic hasin and in Fennoscandia, espe-
cially inland, and not only in Norway, Finland and
southern Sweden (Barth 1968 : 9 ) but also in north-
eastern Germany (Kuschert 198(], Porner 1984,
N~ehls 1987) . Although the subspecific identity and
possible origin of these populations are subject to
many specu lations {cf Barth 1968 : 38, Voipio 19 6 8,
Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 19821, it is clear lhat
especially these gulls are most likely to occur in
Poland . Morphological variation within these south-
ern Ba Itic populations seems to be extensive and as
yet poorly known, Consequently, we arf;ue that it is
premature and highly speculative to recognize true
cachinnans individuals among Baltic'Herri nt; Gul Is' .
The morphological variation of all populations
involved (Baltic, Black Seai needs to be describi°d
in more precise, biometrical and statistical terms (cf
Goethe 1961, Barth 19 6 7, Barth 1968, Isenmann
1973, Coulson et al 1982), rather than in hardly
quantitative and subjective impressions and corn-
parisons like 'slightly paler', 'little smailer', 'little
more', et( .

Furthermore, ringing results suKgest that birds
from south-eastern Europe reach the Baltic (oast
only irregularly as a result of dispersal of imma-
tures . A review of ringing recoveries of 'Herring
Gulls' obtained under the Polish ringing scheme
reveals that from hircls ringed as chícks abroad and
recovered in Poland 84 were of Baltic origin (Esto-
nia, Finland, Sweden and Denmark) while only
three (first-year~ individuals originated from the
Black Sea cGdansk Qrnithologicai Station, unpuhl
data) . Similarly, only Fennoscandian and Baltic
individuals have been recorded in eastern Germa-
ny (Kuschert 1980, Nehls 1987 ) . Although many
factors, most impt7rtantl,v differences in ringing
effort, may have biased these results, ít is clear that
adcrft ,vellow-legged 'Herring Gulls' observed
nowadays on the southern 8altic coast originate
mostlyfrom the local Baltic-Fennoscandian popu-
larions, rather than from south-eastern Europe .

This may also apply to the 'Hei-rinl ; Gull' popu-
lation breeding at the middle Vistula . Although
these birds have yellow legs (Bukacinski et a!
1989), a closer look al the wing-tips of a perched
bi rcl I:Dubois et a( 1990 : plate 8) ra ises cloubts ahout
the identification as cachinnans . In this individual,
black marks are visible on only three primaries ;
even when assuming that p10 has a broken tip and
the bird is moulting p6, this hird can only have five
black-marked primaries at the most, urilike thc
cachirrnans pattern!
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In summary, we feel that the opinions put for-
ward in Dubois et al ( 1990) about the subspecific
identit,v ot the yeElow-legged 'Herring Gulls' in
Poland are prema€ure and unproven . However, il is
not impossihlethatfurtherdetailed research, based
on hirds in the hand, may confirrn €heir ideas .
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Mystery photographs
The grey geese Anser illustrated in mys-

41 tery photograph 41 show a pale-grey fore-
wínt; and rump and a white tail with obvious
central band not extending onto the outer rectrices .
Only Pink-footed A órachyrhynchus and Greylag
Geese A anser show this pattern while Bean A
tabalrs, White-frontecl A albirrons and Lesser Whi-
te-fronted Geese A erythropus would have shown,
among other features, a rather dark forewing and a
brown rump. The black colour of the tail-band
identifies these birds as Greylag Goose since Pink-
footed Goose has a pale-grey tail-band . Furthermo-
re, the mystery birds show contrasting dark brown

scapulars, which are characteristic for Greylag
Geese, as well as a contrast hetween dark and pale
coverts on the innerwing . Pink-footed Geese have
more uniform upperparts and upperwing .

During the Dutch Birding mystery-bird compe-
tition on 19 October 1990 held on Texel, Noord-
holland, 68`%á of the 69 contenders misidentified
the birds as Pink-footed Geese and 13 % as Bean
Geese whereas only 1 1 .5°/o correctly identified the
birds as Greylag Geese .

Arnoud B van den Berg, Duinlusfparkivet; 98,
2082 EG Santpoort-Zuid, Netherlands
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